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Mark 7:31-37
I remember when I was a student at a Bible college in China, one
of our teachers used to remind us that the main motive of our
Lord’s working miracles was not the desire to promote his own
fame, but a sincere compassion to help those who suffer. I think
you will agree that my teacher’s observation is true. For more
than once we are told that Jesus was moved with compassion for
the multitude and especially for those who suffer, and more than

once he charged the person who was healed by him or those who
had witnessed his healing miracles “to tell no one.”

It is quite interesting to notice that Jesus performs his healing mir-
acles in different forms and uses different methods. Sometimes he
lays his hands on the patient or touches him with his fingers;
sometimes a certain material application is used. Other times only
words of command are uttered; sometimes he performs his heal-
ing miracles in front of many people, while other times he prefers
to take the patient aside from the multitude. In most cases the pa-
tient is cured immediately, but in one case at least, the cure is
gradual, not instantaneous (Mark 8:22-26).

I believe that there is a lesson to be learned here. Many a time we
Christians tend to think that God’s ways of leading people to Him
are stereotyped—all the same. The way He leads others to Him-
self must be the same as we ourselves have experienced. And for
this reason, we often doubt the sincerity of others’ Christian spirit
or the truthfulness of their religious experiences since they are
different from our own. It is true that nobody can come to God
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and receive His forgiveness except through Jesus Christ. For as
Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father but by me” (John 14:6; cf. Acts 4:12). But to limit the
forms of action of the Holy Spirit within the scope of our own
religious experience is wrong and presumptuous. For as the wind
blows where it wills, the Spirit of God moves in the hearts of men
as He pleases and beyond anyone’s limited religious experience.
The truth is that God leads each of us firsthand, and upon an orig-
inal plan. Just as we ourselves are not asked to reproduce any oth-
er’s spiritual experience, we should not expect others to have ex-
actly the same experience we have had. Jesus performs his heal-
ing miracles in different forms, and uses different methods; like-
wise, he makes the effect of his healing power upon sinners in
different ways as he pleases. The recognition of this truth will
help us get a better understanding of our fellow Christians, and
thus help create better fellowship in our Christian community.

In the miracle of healing a deaf and dumb man as recorded in
Mark 7:31-37, we notice that many features are present which
are commonly seen in other healing miracles of Jesus, such as:
Jesus is besought to heal the man by the laying on of his hands, a
formula of command is used (v. 34), and the cure takes place at
once (v. 35). But there are some features which are not very com-
mon in other healing miracles: he takes the man aside from the
multitude, he puts his fingers to the man’s ears, and he spits and
touches the man’s tongue. Especially, prior to saying
“Ephphatha” (that is, “Be opened”), he looks up to heaven and
sighs.

Why did he take the man aside from the multitude? Why did he
put his fingers into his ears and use the spittle and touch his
tongue? What does it mean by looking up to heaven? And, espe-
cially, why did he sigh?

We may have no complete answers to all these questions. But in
light of the context and other Scripture verses, we can expect to
have a reasonable understanding of their meanings.

The deaf and dumb man did not come to Jesus by his own initia-
tive but was brought to Jesus by others. This indicates that either
he did not know Jesus or he had not the courage to come to Jesus
for help. In any case, Jesus would like to establish a personal con-
tact with him before doing anything to cure his infirmities. He
therefore took him by his hand and walked side by side with him,
thus to show his willingness to offer him help.
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We have reason to believe that the jostle of the crowd would dis-
tract the attention of this deaf and dumb man, and prevent him
from concentrating his attention unto Jesus. So, He took him aside
from the multitude. Although the deaf and dumb man’s sense of
hearing was gone, he could still see with his eyes and feel the
touch of Jesus. The holding of his hand, the inserting of Jesus’
fingers into his ears, the touching of Jesus’ finger tip upon his
tongue with spittle— all these help show Jesus’ willingness to
help and thus also help create his confidence in Jesus.

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews says, “For we have not a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without
sinning.” Indeed, our Lord is willing to condescend himself and is
able to sympathize with our weaknesses. “Let us then with confi-
dence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mer-
cy and find grace to help in time of need.”

The looking up to heaven evidently means that Jesus was praying
to the Father (cf. Mark 6:41; John 11:41). But why did he sigh? It
may be that He was praying very earnestly. Just as the Spirit of
God “intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words” (Romans
8:26), our Lord here intercedes for this deaf and dumb man with a
sigh which is also “too deep for words.” But might it not also be
possible that the physical deafness and dumbness of this man has
caused Jesus to think about the spiritual deafness and dumbness
of many of his followers? At any rate, it is quite proper for us to
think about our own spiritual deafness and dumbness. Indeed,
many of the ills of the earth are due largely to the spiritual deaf-
ness of those who cannot hear the “still, sad music of humanity,”
or the “still small voice” of God. Many a time, we are too deaf to
catch the sobs of grief, whether far or near. We are too hard of
hearing to catch the rumble of discontent over injustice, or to dis-
cern the thunder of a coming storm.

The evil of self-centeredness has caused the deafness of our spir-
itual ears. Again, one of the reasons why our civilization has so
little to say of profound significance is that so many of Christ’s
disciples have an impediment in their speech. The word of God
does not sound out clearly to the world through the disciples of
Jesus. They prefer to keep silent rather than to speak out. Many a
time, the silent impediments of caution, prudence, and cowardice
have prevented us from speaking boldly and clearly for God in the
presence of wrong and injustice. On many occasions, the fear of
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the cynical reproach, “Mind your own business!”” and the desire to
preserve our own little comforts and to maintain a superficially
peaceful relation with others have kept us from speaking out what
should have been spoken. And our Lord sighs for the spiritual
deafness and dumbness of many of his disciples.

There is not any record about this deaf and dumb man after he
was cured. And we do not know if he used wisely his new-found
sense of hearing and the ability to speak clearly. Might it not be
possible that at the moment of his praying to the Father, our Lord
thought about the future of this deaf and dumb man and sighed?
This man’s deafness and dumbness would soon be cured. But
what would he do with his new-found sense of hearing and his
ability to speak clearly? Might it not better for him to remain deaf
than that he might use his new-found sense of hearing to hear
voices that are filthy and evil? Might it not be better for him to
remain with a speech impediment than that he might use his new-
found ability of speech to advocate evil and to curse God? At any
rate, we do know that our Lord sighs again and again because of
our misuse of our sense of hearing and our ability in speech.

My father’s hearing has not been very good since he was young.
Sometimes my mother complains a little about it. But my father
used to say these words in return, “My dear, I am sorry that I of-
ten have to ask you to repeat what you have said; but I am thank-
ful that many people do not gossip with me because of my bad
hearing.”

Any of us here, I believe, can enumerate a number of cases in
which a great harm has been done because of somebody’s care-
less speech. Indeed, a word spoken in due season is like apples of
gold in a setting of silver (Proverbs 25:11)! But too often, as has
been pointed out by James, our tongues become “an unrighteous
world among our members, staining the whole body, setting on
fire the cycle of nature, and set on fire by hell” (James 3:6). And
our Lord sighs because of the evil use of our tongues!

May God heal our spiritual deafness and dumbness and help us
more properly use our sense of hearing and ability to speak.

Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted here by permission. If you
would like to purchase Rev. Chow'’s book, please contact Mr. Tim-
othy Chow and he can be reached via email

[tchow@alum.mit.edu]. €
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