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Matthew 5:9

The word peace in Greek is “eirene,” and in Hebrew is “shalom.”
It never means only the absence of trouble; it always means eve-
rything which makes for a man’s highest good. When a person
greets another person with the word “shalom,” he does not only
mean that he wishes for the other person the absence of evil
things; he wishes also for him the presence of all good things. In
the Bible, “peace” means not only freedom from all trouble; it
means enjoyment of all good. The person who is a peacemaker is
a person who aims at the highest good for others, who pursues his
neighbor’s good even at the expense of his own tranquility. Abra-
ham Lincoln once said: “Die when I may, I would like it to be
said of me, that I always pulled up a weed and planted a flower
where I thought a flower would grow.” This kind of spirit and be-
havior is the spirit and behavior of a peacemaker that Jesus speaks
of here in this beatitude: “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God.”

Like all other virtues, peacemaking also has its counter-
feits. One of them is Indifference. Some people just “couldn’t care
less” if there are millions of homeless refugees and displaced per-
sons, if defenseless women and children are being killed in far
away countries ruthlessly by people in the name of freedom or
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liberation. They say to themselves, “Well, it is a pity that such
things do happen, but it is not my fault and I can hardly do any-
thing about it. In order to maintain peace in my mind, in order to
keep my own tranquility, I just couldn’t care less!” Their attitude
is like that of Dives who accepted Lazarus as part of the street
scenery. If he ever noticed Lazarus, he ignored him; he just
couldn’t be bothered. But Jesus denounced this self-contained life
with indignation. This kind of peace is the peace of a soul that is
dead. His way of pursuing peace is not the way that the peace-
maker in this beatitude would pursue.

Another kind of counterfeit of peacemaking is to relapse
into Fatalism. Even some Christians have been so false to their
Lord as to use religion to counsel resignation and acceptance of
the world as it is. They have told men to accept disease and disas-
ter as “the will of God.” They have taught men to accept tyranny
and slavery as a fate ordained by God in eternity. It is not so long
ago, in some of the Christian churches, that there was a hymn in
their Hymnbook with these words:

The rich man in his castle,
The poor man at his gate,
God made them, high or lowly,

And ordered their estate.

Can anyone of us sincerely believe that it is God’s will that we
should accept the world as it is, that men should be content with a
world that is unjust and out of joint, that we should never fight
injustice, that we should never try to find ways to cure different
kinds of disease? I don’t think we ever can. True religion is no
opiate. It will not allow men to be content with a world that is
unjust and out of joint. It will not give men a false promise that
there is peace where there is no peace. It will not lead men to say,
“It’s all right,” when it isn’t.
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The third counterfeit of peacemaking is Cowardice, or to
secure peace at any price. It is not uncommon to see people who
let the other fellow have it all his own way, not because the other
fellow is right, but because he is bigger and can shout louder. This
is hardly Christian peacemaking; it is cowardice or making peace
in a wrong way. This peace-at-any-price attitude often results in
making trouble instead of peace. They may succeed in securing a
quiet life for a while, but in the long run, they are just piling up
trouble for the future. So, instead of being peacemakers, they are,
in fact, the foes of real peacemaking. Sir Winston Churchill, the
Great Prime Minister of Britain in the Second World War, once
said, “There are many things worse than war. Slavery is worse
than war. Dishonor is worse than war.” There is much wisdom in
this saying.

The true peacemaker often has to be a fighter, though not
always or only with weapons. Jesus once said: “Do not think that
I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring
peace, but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). Paul could claim to have
fought a good fight (I Timothy 4:7) and could exhort Timothy to
“fight the good fight of faith” (I Timothy 6:12). The peace which
the Bible calls blessed does not come from the evasion of issues;
it comes from facing them, dealing with them and conquering
them. What this beatitude demands is not the passive acceptance
of things because we are afraid of the trouble of doing anything
about them, but the active facing of things, and the making of
peace, even when the way to peace is through struggle, even when
it may cost our own tranquility or our lives.

Sometimes we tend to think that peacemaking is no more
than patching things up; it is the act of intervening in a quarrel. To
a certain extent this is true. But let us remember, peacemaking
ought to mean more than patching things up; it ought to mean
dealing with causes, not only with symptoms. It is more than in-
tervening in a quarrel. It goes much deeper; it makes the effort of
preventing a quarrel from arising at all. If we understand peace-
making in this way, then we know that the first thing that the
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Christian should do as a peacemaker is to lead men back into a
right relationship with God. For all human quarrels are at bottom
symptoms of broken peace with God.

The first case of murder in the Bible was committed by
Cain, who was angry and disappointed that his relationship with
God was not right. Unless the right relationship between God and
man has been restored, there can be no lasting peace among men.
It is only when men have made peace with God that a lasting
peace among men can be established.

It is also a plain truth that no man can be an effective
peacemaker who is not himself at peace in his inner life. In every
one of us there is an inner conflict between good and evil; we are
always pulled in two directions at once. But unless the war in our
own nature is at an end, and the turmoil of conflicting desires and
ambitions has found unity in obedience to God, we can have no
inner peace, and consequently, we cannot be effective peacemak-
ers. It is only when we ourselves have made peace with God that
we can take up the task of bringing men to God to have their bro-
ken fellowship with God restored, and thus making it possible for
the restoration of peace between man and man. Our ministry of
reconciliation, of putting an end to quarrels, of mending broken
fellowship between God and man, is based upon the restoration of
fellowship and the making of peace between ourselves and God.
But this cannot be done unless God Himself has shown His will-
ingness to forgive and to remove everything that caused estrange-
ment between us and God. Fortunately, the good news of the
Christian message is that God, in Christ, has taken the initiative in
removing everything that made for estrangement. In Christ, God
was reconciling the world to Himself, not reckoning their tres-
passes against them. God has made peace, and we Christians, like
ambassadors, are sent to beg men to accept peace at God’s hands
and on His terms.

The Christian is committed to peacemaking wherever
peace is threatened. One field in which Christian must be peace-
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makers is that of marriage and the family. The steadily rising dia-
gram of the cases of broken marriages and broken homes must
cause all of us alarm. Much juvenile delinquency and psychologi-
cal malady in children can be traced to an unhappy and insecure
home life. It should be a chief concern of the Christian citizen to
try to help in the achievement of successful marriage and to pro-
mote reconciliation where breakdown is threatened. It may be
that we cannot do much due to our limited abilities and financial
resources, but there are several things that all concerned Chris-
tians can do. We can support those organizations or institutions
which offer instruction and guidance in preparation for marriage
to young people. We ought not to wait until the issue of divorce
arises, and concentrate on debating whether divorce is permissi-
ble, and if so, on what ground. We should go far back and en-
deavor to deal with causes rather than symptoms. We should try
to lead our children to build up a right concept of Christian mar-
riage and home life by maintaining high ideals of sex relations
and family life and by discouraging all the influences that cheap-
en them. To those homes where troubles have already arisen in
married life, we should offer sympathetic help rather than unkind
criticism. One of the principles of the Marriage Guidance Council
in Britain states it this way: “It is a public duty to do everything
possible to prevent the tragedy of the broken home, and the train
of evils which it initiates, by the provision of sympathetic and
expert treatment for the prevention and cure of marital disharmo-
ny.” There is an old saying, “Where there is a will, there is a
way.” If only we have enough concern about this matter, we shall
be able to find ways to help.

Christians are also committed to peacemaking in interna-
tional affairs. This, of course, is a very complicated field which
requires much expertise, knowledge and skill. But as a Christian
minister, I can say this much at least. (1) It is a Christian duty to
care, to work, and to pray for peacemaking in international rela-
tions. (2) Christians can never accept the idea that war is inevita-
ble until everything has been done to make peace. They ought not
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to be duped by the folly and wickedness of a so-called
“preventive war.” They should not be deceived by glib cries of
“Peace! Peace!” by those who condone aggression. War is un-
speakably horrible, but unrestrained pitiless aggression and the
crushing of human freedom are more horrible still. It may be that
in some cases, a Christian cannot without disloyalty to Christ
avoid taking up arms. (3) A Christian believes that there can be
no fundamental and lasting peace among men until there is a
common allegiance to an authority that is above all our sectional
sovereignties and a purpose that takes up into itself our rival
plans. For this reason, he will endeavor to bring men into alle-
giance to the God who in Christ has reconciled the world to Him-
self. He also will endeavor to practice love by urging the govern-
ment to give help to developing countries and backward lands, or
by offering personal service by joining an organization such as
the Peace Corps. For he believes that this is one of the effective
ways to make an important contribution to peacemaking.

Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be
called the sons of God.” The Hebrew idiom, “sons of”’ means not
only descent but sharing the nature and character—as in “sons of
wisdom.” Peacemakers are being called sons of God because they
bear the Father’s likeness. They do as God does; they engage in
the very work which the God of peace is doing: to bring peace
between men and Himself, and between man and man by becom-
ing a man Himself in Jesus Christ who suffered and died on the
cross!

Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted here by permission. If you
would like to purchase Rev. Chow’s book, please contact Mr. Tim-
othy Chow and he can be reached via email

[tchow@alum.mit.edu]. €
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